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Current legislative framework of invasive 
alien species in Latvia


Māra Melnbārde


Species and Habitats Protection Division, Expert


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and and possible cooperation on 
Early Warning System


Microsoft Teams (online), 4 June 2021







Invasive alien species of 
Union concern. In Latvia


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and 
and possible cooperation on Early Warning System.          4 June 2021
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Total amount of species


• 36 plant species


• 30 animal species


In Latvia


• 7 plant species - trade only: Asclepias syriaca, Eichhornia


crassipes, Gunnera tinctoria, Lysichiton americanus, Pennisetum
setaceum; broadly in the wild: Heracleum sosnowskyi, Impatiens
glandulifera.


• 11 animal species - broadly: Nyctereutes procyonoides, 


Pacifastacus leniusculus, Orconectes limosus; in the wild: Ondatra 
zibethicus, Trachemys scripta, Eriocheir sinensis, Percottus glenii;


• several «doorknocker» species







Invasive Alien Species of 
Latvia concern
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• >30 plant species


Acer negundo, ash-leaved maple; Amelanchier spicata, low
juneberry; Impatiens parviflora, small balsam; Lupinus
polyphyllus garden lupin; Reynoutria japonica/Fallopia japonica
Japanese knotweed; Reynoutria sachalinensis/ Fallopia
sachalinensis Giant knotweed; Rosa rugosa; Solidago
canadensis, Canadian goldenrod


• >20 animal species


Arion vulgaris, Spanish slug; Krynickillus melanocephalus
melngalvas mīkstgliemezis, land slug; Neovison vison, American 
mink; Neogobius melanostomus, round goby, apaļais 
jūrasgrundulis; Palaemon elegans, rockpool shrimp, Eiropas 
akmeņu garnele; Rhithropanopeus harrisi, Harris mud crab, 
Dubļu krabis.







Current legislative framework. 
Law -> issued Regulations of 
Cabinet of Ministers
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Plant protection Law


Regulations Regarding 


Restriction of the Distribution 


of ALL Invasive Alien Plant 


Species No. 467
Regulation Regarding Restricting the 


Spread of the (Invasive Alien Plant 


Species) - Heracleum sosnowskyi


Manden No. 559


List of Invasive Alien Plant 


Species No. 468.


only Hogweed Heracleum


sosnowskyi Manden







Current legislative framework. 
Law -> issued Regulations of 
Cabinet of Ministers
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Hunting Law


Hunting regulations No.421, includes unrestricted wild 


game on non–native or invasive species.


All year round - American mink (Mustela vison), raccoon dogs 


(Nyctereutes procyonoides), deers (Dama dama), mouflon (Ovis


orientalis), Sika deers (Cervus nippon), racoons (Procyon lotor), 


Coypus/nutrijas (Myocastor coypus Molina), bobak


marmot/baibaki (Marmota bobak)







Current legislative framework. 
Law -> issued Regulations of 
Cabinet of Ministers
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Fishery Law


Angling, crayfish catching and underwater hunting regulations 


(No.800), includes Orconectes limosus Spiny-cheek crayfish 


and Pacifastacus leniusculus Signal crayfish catching.


1) Need to made initial assessment and scientific advice


2) Update Regulation No.800 to allow any size, time or place of


IAS crayfish catching







Future legislative framework. 
Law On the Conservation of 
Species and Biotopes


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and 
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• from Plant Protection Law -> Law On the Conservation of 
Species and Biotopes. Including all invasive alien species


• institutions in charge of IAS and functions, e.g. Nature 
Conservation Agency, State Plant Protection Service, 
Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology, Food and Veterinary 
Service (Custom), State Forest Service, Latvian 
Environment Geology and Meteorology Center


• defines EU list, National list and restrictions, general
principles of IAS management


• defines administrative offences and penalties, 
administrative offence proceedings – involves State
police, Municipal police, Municipal environmental control


• amendments in Law have been submitted to the Cabinet
of Ministers (still in the process due to insufficient
funding)







Management measures for 


Arion vulgaris (National list)


Future legislative framework. Law 
On the Conservation of Species and 
Biotopes will issue Regulations of 
Cabinet of Ministers


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and 
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Law On the Conservation of Species and Biotopes


Will define prevention and 


management of the introduction 


and spread of all IAS, including:


incorporation the part from existing 


regulations Restriction of the 


distribution of invasive alien plant 


species No. 467;


including more detailed functions for 


involved parties.


Will define the National list of IAS


Management measures for Impatiens 


glandulifera (EU list)


Will define management measures 


for specific species. 


An Invasive Species Management 


Advisory Board will be created. 


(public administration, scientific, 


municipal institutions, NGO’s)







Current/ Planned


situation
Plants. Terrestrial Plants. Freshwater Animals. Terrestrial Animals. Freshwater Marine species


Officially on Borders
Food and Veterinary 


Service, FVS
FVS FVS FVS FVS


Monitoring


State Plant Protection 


Service, SPPS


(high impact species)


Nature Conservation 


Agency, NCA


(moderate, low


impact IAS, non direct 


IAS monitoring)


Latvian Environment, 


Geology and 


Meteorology Center, 


LEGMC


Partly, non direct IAS 


monitoring


NCA, 


State Forest Service
NCA


Latvian Institute of 


Aquatic Ecology, LIAE,


Agency of Daugavpils 


University


Plant nurseries, pet 


shops;


Botan.gardens, Zoo’s


SPSS SPSS NCA NCA NCA


Early detection
SPSS (monitoring), 


Citizen observations


LEGMC (monitoring) 


Citizen observations


NCA (monitoring)


Citizen observations


NCA (monitoring)


Citizen observations


LIAE (monitoring)


Citizen observations


Early eradication Property owners… Property owners… ? Property owners… ? ?
fishermen's do not 


release by-catches


Widely spread IAS 


Containment, 


eradication


Property owners Property owners…
Property owners,


+ hunters
?


fishermen's do not 


release by-catches







Administrative violation
process and penalties
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NCA, SPPS, SFS, State and Municipal Police, 
Municipal inspection


• For keeping, use of individuals of invasive species, including in limited
circumstances, including for research or ex situ conservation, without a 
permit issued by a competent authority, trade, exchange or any other
transfer to others, natural person shall be warned or fined up to 700 
euros, but for a legal person - up to 3000 euros.


• For the release of individuals of invasive species into environment, 
including failure to take measures to control the spread of invasive species, 
to allow their spread or reproduction within the European Union, except 
for transport of the species to an object for destruction, natural person shall 
be warned or fined up to 1500 euros, a legal person – up to 3000 euros.


• Administrative violation proceeding performs Nature Conservation Agency 
(animals) and State Plant Protection Service (plants). If violation is 
detected, then also State police, State Forest Service, municipal police, 
municipal environmental control, municipal administrative inspection or 
municipal environmental inspection.







Future challenges


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and 
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Containment and eradication


• ?Water Animals


Monitoring


Utilization


• Not all IAS have monitoring 
programmes


• Most effective methods ?


Transportation inside EU
• No control mechanisms







IAS publications
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https://www.daba.gov.lv/lv/materiali


https://www.daba.gov.lv/lv/invazivas-sugas



https://www.daba.gov.lv/lv/materiali

https://www.daba.gov.lv/lv/invazivas-sugas





LIFE Integrated project "Optimising the Governance and 
Management of the Natura 2000 Protected Areas Network in 
Latvia" - LatViaNature
https://latvianature.daba.gov.lv/en/
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A.6.1 Survey to 


understand landowners


opinion and experience


C.5.1 Revision of IAS 


monitoring system


C.5.2 National list of IAS


C.5.3 Early detection


and eradication system


C.5.4 Management plans


E.2. Networking


E.3. Capacity building


E.4. Awareness raising
C.6.1 Small grants 


programme for local


initiatives


C.6.2 Testing of


new eradication methods
(Rosa rugosa, Impatiens


glandulifera, Amelanchier


spicata, Solidago canadensis, Acer 


negundo)


Baltic states. Legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) and 
and possible cooperation on Early Warning System.          4 June 2021
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https://latvianature.daba.gov.lv/en/





Monitoring and awareness raising tool for citizens
- "IAS Manager"
bit.ly/invazivs
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Māra Melnbārde


Species and Habitats Protection Division, Expert


mara.melnbarde@varam.gov.lv



mailto:mara.melnbarde@varam.gov.lv
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The brilliance and missery of the
hogweed eradication


Astra Garkaje


Head of the Working Group on the Restriction of Harmful Organisms


4th of June, 2021, Riga







Hogweed eradication/containment system


Land owners/legal possessors
- Invaded areas


- Planned measures (5 years ahead) for restricting the spread


- Journaling


Precise distribution Invasive Plant Species DB


General public


- Provide information


Cities, 
municipalities


- Co-ordinator of the 
eradication/containment


- 1 of controlling
institutions


Territorial planning







Current situation: Heracleum sosnowskyi Manden.


http://karte.vaad.gov.lv/


Invaded teritories: 10 782 ha



http://karte.vaad.gov.lv/





Involvement of Municipalities


SPPS survey (ongoing) on situation and actions taken in 119 Municipalities


Use of invaded area 
information provided on 


SPPS website
R: 77%, closed part –


26%


Organization and 
coordination of 


containment activities
R: Organized and 


planned action 24% Tax 
refunds: 12%


Land owner control in 
specific administrative 


territory
R: 62%


Communication about 
eradication in specific 


administrative territory
R: 73%


Eradication in municipal 
properties


R: 89%







Projects with different success:


http://www.mitraji.lv/video-2/



http://www.mitraji.lv/video-2/





http://www.mitraji.lv/



http://www.mitraji.lv/?fbclid=IwAR08jakD-t5fyC89TwD4ZKKV3bx-b2bBfYHjQqQdR1HR_9xYcYTgSF7Ot_U





Marchantia polymorpha. Foto: M.Pakalne







Palustriella commutata. Foto: M.Pakalne here and further







Dāvida avoti. Foto: M.Pakalne











Raising awareness


www.vaad.gov.lv


«Latvia without Hogweed»


General information


Spatial data


Containment methods and 


recommendations


Work safety, precautionary measures


List of service providers



http://www.vaad.gov.lv/





Raising awareness







Thank you!


Your questions are welcome!
astra.garkaje@vaad.gov.lv


+371 29427634



mailto:astra.garkaje@vaad.gov.lv
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Regulation 1143/2014 in Estonia


Merike Linnamägi


Senior officer
Nature Conservation Department
Ministry of Environment 4.06.2021







Listed species present in wild or captivity*
Plants:
Heracleum mantegazzianum (Giant
hogweed, hiid-karuputk)


Heracleum persicum (Persian hogweed, 
pärsia karuputk)


Heracleum sosnowskyi (Sosnowsky's
hogweed, Sosnovski karuputk)


Impatiens glandulifera (Himalayan
balsam, verev lemmmalts)


Elodea nuttallii (Nuttall's waterweed, 
väike vesikatk)


Lysichiton americanus (American skunk 
cabbage, ameerika kevadvõhk)*


Cortaderia jubata (Purple pampas grass, 
andi pamparohi)*


Gunnera tinctoria (Chilean rhubarb, 
tšiilii gunnera)*


Humulus japonicus (Japanese hop, 
jaapani humal)*


Animals:
Nyctereutes procyonoides (Raccoondog, kährikkoer)


Ondatra zibethicus (Muskrat, ondatra)


Eriocheir sinensis (Chinese mittencrab, hiina 
villkäppkrabi)


Orconectes limosus (Spiny-cheek crayfish, ogapõskne 
vähk)


Pacifastacus leniusculus (Signal crayfish, signaalvähk)


Procambarus forma virginalis (marbled crayfish, 
marmorvähk)


Perccottus glenii (Amur sleeper, kaugida unimudil)


Trachemys scripta (Red-eared slider, punakõrv-


ilukilpkonn)(*)


Myocastor coypus (Coypu, nutria)*


Procyon lotor (Raccoon, pesukaru)*


Sciurus carolinensis (Grey squirrel, hallorav)*


Tamias sibiricus (Siberian chipmunk, siberi vöötorav) *







Management responsibilities


Ministry of Environment
• Legislation


• Reporting


• International work


• Awareness raising


Environmental Board
• Implementation of eradication


(monit. eradication success)


• Mapping


• Permits


• Awareness raising


• Environmental supervision


Environment Agency
• Organises state monitoring


• Estonian Nature Information


System (EELIS)


State Forest Management


Centre
Practical nature conservation


works on state land


(some eradication works)


Tax and Customs Board
Check of goods on border


incl. postal consignments







Environmental Board
Based on legislation growing of plants / allowing them to grow is 
a penalty, but… we need more work from landowners


EB organizes the management of EU IAS


• Active management of all Heracleum colonies (ca 2300 ha) + Control of 
the management actions, mapping of the areas


• Impatients a contract for hand pulling 3 times a year


• Impatients - cooperation with prison to use people carrying out community 
service penalty (hand pulling in colonies)


• Not enough money / personnel to really do more on plants


• Still no real actions on vertebrate species


Awareness raising


Permits for scientific research – so far 3 permits on crayfish issued



https://xgis.maaamet.ee/xgis2/page/app/karuputk





Environmental Board
EB is also the body who does environmental supervision


Fine for violation of use


• private person up to 1 200 €/detention


• legal entity fine up to 32 000 €


Possibility to confiscate specimens


When release of IAS occurs there is also possibility to file
a claim to compensate damage caused to nature:


• plants 13 € per specimen (each seed is specimen)


• animals 320 € per specimen


Probably will be updated this year







Environment Agency
• All environmental state monitoring is coordinated by EA


• At the moment all species and habitat monitoring contracts
have a clause to notify within 3 working days of any EU listed
species – does not work.


• Working on setting up better method: 
• Using similar monitoring plans curated to include also EU IAS


• Adding some dedicated monitoring schemes for EU IAS


• Use of citizen science


Also species information system is managed by EA


Includes automatic notifications on EU IAS


Also notifications on EU IAS near Latvian border







Problems
• Financing – not enough money or people


• Private gardens – people still grow prohibited species


• Aquatics – control and eradication expencive and 
mostly impossible


• Unwanted pets – animal shelters are obliged to take in 
unwanted pets, but in practice have capacity only for
cats and dogs


• Animal management / control – we have
made no dedicated effort to control
raccoon dog. 


• Also although we have special legislation
for hunting IAS, at the moment this is not
in place for all EU listed species.







General rule on alien species in Estonia (§57-1)


It is prohibited to introduce live specimens of non-native 
species in the wild, and to plant or sow non-native plants 
in the wild, except for the planting and sowing of alien 
tree species the cultivation of which as forest trees is 
permitted in accordance with the Forest Act.


More info: 


Nature Conservation Act §57 


https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/5270120


21002/consolide


List of permitted alien trees:


https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/12759372


National legislation



https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/527012021002/consolide

https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/12759372





Legally binding black list   (1)


Regulation of the Minister of the Environment shall list 
species likely to disrupt natural balance. 


With these 43 species:


• Import of live specimens is prohibited;
• All transactions are prohibited;
• Rearing in artificial conditions is prohibited 


(exception for scientific research with the 


permission of the Environmental Board);
• Relocation of such specimens


also requires permission of the 
Environmental Board







Legally binding black list   (2)
Plants:
1) Heracleum mantegazzianum – giant hogweed
2) Heracleum sosnowskyi – sosnowsky's hogweed
3) Acroptilon repens – russian knapweed
4) Ambrosia spp. – ambrosia
5) Bidens frondosa – devil's beggartick
6) Impatiens glandulifera – himalayan balsam
7) Solidago canadensis – common goldenrod
8) Solidago gigantea – giant goldenrod


9) Reynoutria japonica (syn. Fallopia japonica, Polygonum cuspidatum) -
japanese knotweed


10) Reynoutria sachalinensis (syn. Fallopia sachalinensis, Polygonum sachalinense)


- giant knotweed
11) Reynoutria x bohemica
12) Egeria densa – brazilian waterweed
13) Elodea nuttallii - western waterweed







Legally binding black list   (3)
Vertebrate animals:


1) Castor canadensis – american beaver
2) Cervus nippon – sika deer
3) Dama dama – fallow deer
4) Lutra canadensis – northern river otter
5) Mustela vison – american mink
6) Nyctereutes procyonoides – raccoon dog
7) Odocoileus virginianus – white-tailed deer
8) Ondatra zibethicus – muskrat
9) Oryctolagus cuniculus – european rabbit
10) Ovis ammon – argale
11) Sciurus carolinensis – gray squirrel
12) Oxyura jamaicensis – ruddy duck
13) Umbra pygmaea – eastern mudminnow
14) Pseudorasbora parva – topmouth gudgeon
15) Opsariichthys uncirostris – three-lips







Legally binding black list   (4)
• 16) Ameiurus nebulosus – brown bullhead


• 17) Ameiurus melas – black bullhead


• 18) Lepomis auritus – redbreast sunfish


• 19) Lepomis gibbosus - pumkinseed


• 20) Lepomis macrochirus - bluegill


• 21) Perccottus glenii – chinese sleeper


• 22) Neogobius fluviatilis – monkey goby


• 23) Neogobius gymnotrachelus - racer goby


• Invertebrate animals:


• 1) Astacus leptodactylus – galician crayfish


• 2) Orconectes limosus – spinycheek crayfish


• 3) Pacifascatus leniusculus – signal crayfish


• 4) Globodera rostochiensis – golden nematode


• 5) Bursaphelenchus xylopilus – pine wilt nematode


• 6) Hyphantria cunea Drury – fall webworm


• 7) Megachile rotundata – alfalfa leafcutter bee







Other actions besides EU listed species
Limited eradication actions have been carried out on:


• Rosa rugosa – Japanese rose


• Pinus mugo – Mountain Pine


• Caragana arborescens – Siberian Peashrub


• Carassius gibelio – Prussian carp


Next year starting eradication in 44 demostration sites:


Fallopia sp (Fallopia japonica, F. sachalinensis, Fallopia x 
bohemica), Solidago sp (Solidago canadensis, S. gigantea), 
Symphoricarpos albus and Sorbaria sorbifolia


This autumn control of 4 aquatic species starting in 20 
locations: Orconectes limosus, Pacifastacus leniusculus, 
Procambarus forma virginalis, Elodea nuttallii







Thank You!


Merike Linnamägi


merike.linnamagi@envir.ee


+372 6262 900


Skype: merikelinnamagi
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Current legislative framework of invasive alien species 
(IAS) in Lithuania


Laura Janulaitienė
Nature Protection Policy Group


June 4, 2021


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania1







IAS regulation in Lithuania


In Lithuania the regulation of harmful alien species was started since 1999.


• In 1999 the Lithuanian Government adopted a Resolution on the 
implementation of the Law on Wild Plants of the Republic of Lithuania. The
procedures for regulate the abundance of individual species of wild plants, a 
list and limits of the collection and trade of wild plants and fungi that are 
restricted or prohibited were prepared.


The following acts of the Minister of Environment were approved:


• In 2000:


✓ - for establish the Commission on the creation of the list of harmful species of 
wild plants and fungi and the method for their eradication.


✓ Procedures for the control of certain species of wild plants or fungi harmful to 
humans, domestic animals and valuable species of wild plants.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







• In 2001:


✓ List of harmful and eradicate wild plants and fungi species  - one plant 
species, Giant Hogweed (Heracleum sosnowskyi), was recognized as a 
controlled  species and the methods of its control were identified.


• In 2002: 


✓ The Act of Regarding the Description of the Procedure for Introduction, 
Reintroduction and Transfer, the Description of the Procedure for the 
Control and Eradication of Invasive Species, the Composition and 
Provisions of the Invasive Species Control Council, the Approval of the 
Introduction, Reintroduction and Transfer Program.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







• In 2004, in following of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Bern 
Convention and Wild Animals Law, the Wild Plants Law provisions, the 
Order of Minister of Environment was approved the List of species of 
invasive organisms in Lithuania. 


In the list there were 16 species included:
• 2 mammals species - Raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides) and
American mink (Neovison vison), 
• 2 fish species - Chinese sleeper (Perccottus glenii), 
Round goby (Neogobius melanostomus),
• 6 crustaceans species - Signal crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus),
Chinese mitten crab (Eriocheir sinensis), etc.,
• 2 molluscs species - Zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha), 
Bay barnacle (Balanus improvisus),
• 4 plants species - Giant Hogweed (Heracleum sosnowskyi), 
Boxelder maple (Acer negundo), etc.


After several changes the List of invasive species of Lithuania was updated in 
2016 and currently 35 species are in this list.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







In according the Order of Description of the Procedure for the 
Control and Eradication of Invasive Species:
✓ viable animals and plants or their parts included in the List of 


invasive species in Lithuania are prohibited - to keep, breed, 
exchange, import, move, trade or otherwise use them, except as 
provided in the these procedures.


✓ Lithuanian invasive animal species are allowed to be kept:
1) having a permit to establish a zoo;
2) when kept and bred in specialized fur animals farms;
3) when the animals have been legally acquired and / or bred 
(multiplied) before 2014. July 1 (when the species is included in the 
Lithuanian List of Invasive Species before 1 July 2014) or acquired 
before the inclusion of these species in the List of invasive species in 
Lithuania. Reproduction of these animals is prohibited and must be 
prevented from escaping.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







✓ describes the principles for the eradication and control of invasive 
species,


✓ provides guidelines for action plans to regulate the abundance of 
invasive species populations when controlling invasive species in the 
nature,


✓ hunting and fishing of invasive species should be regulated by 
specialized legislation:


- invasive fish and crayfish species are allow to fish with authorized gear 
through the year, without limiting the amount or size;


- the use of invasive species in live bait fishing is prohibited;


- invasive mammals and birds species are allow to


hunting with authorized gear through the year, without


limiting the amount.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







National legislation has not been changed due to  regulation
of national invasive species, but the following steps have 
been taken in accordance with the provisions of the 
IAS Regulation:
• The Competent Authorities designated by Government Resolution (2016):


- Ministry of Environment – Management Authority (legislation, pathway 
action plans, species management plans, IAS information system, and etc.);


- Environmental Protection Agency under the Ministry of Environment 
(permitting, consultation);


- Environmental Protection Department under the Ministry of Environment 
with State Plant Service under the Ministry of Agriculture, and State Food and 
Veterinary Service (local, domestic control);


- Customs of the Republic of Lithuania with State Plant Service under the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and State Food and Veterinary Service (border control).


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2


Regulation (EU) No. 1143/2014 implementation in 
Lithuania







Permitting and monitoring


✓ In 2017 the Order of Description of the Procedure for the Control and 
Eradication of Invasive Species was updated relating permitting and 
controlling by EU IAS regulation requirements (Art. No. 8 and No. 9).


✓ Until now, the Environmental Protection Agency has issued one permit 
for the use of invasive species (Lithuanian Zoological Garden).


✓ In 2019 the State Monitoring Program, including invasive species, was 
renewed by Government resolution (responsible - STATE SERVICE FOR 
PROTECTED AREAS under the Ministry of Environment, but the functions 
of this body are currently under review).


✓ In 2019, EU-funded project “Research of invasive and alien species 
distribution in Lithuania” (2019-2022; 1,1 mil EUR). During the project 
will be provided:


- 100 alien invasive species distribution maps (GIS) ;
- action plans for EU invasive species for plants and animals;
- trainings; 
- methods for the eradication of widespread invasive species.


The project is implemented by the Nature Research Centre.


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania2







Management measures:


✓ Municipalities since 2007 allocates environmental funds for the 
eradication of invasive species – the main species - Giant Hogweed 
(Heracleum sosnowskyi).


✓ EU-funded project „Implementation of measures to protect rare species 
and regulate the abundance of invasive species“ (2012-2015) 
implemented by the Ministry of Environment. There were controlling 7 
invasive species in protected areas in Lithuania. 


✓ EU-funded project „Implementation of species conservation and 
abundance regulatory measures“ (2020-2023). Will be regulate the 
abundance of 2 Lithuanian invasive species - Black locust (Robinia
pseudoacacia) and Boxelder maple (Acer negundo) in Curonian Spit
National Park.


✓ The project funded by the Ministry of Environment to eradicate the Giant
Hogweed (Heracleum sosnowskyi) in 16 municipalities (2020-2023; 0,5 
mil EUR).







Other measures


• In 2020, EU-funded project „Development of a Biodiversity Information
Platform“ (2020-2021; 1,5 mil EUR) implement by the Ministry of
Environment. In this platform will be a database of invasive species with 
distribution maps and other information.


• In 2019, EU-funded project “Establishment of a Wild Animals Rescue
Center” (2019-2022; 3,5 mil EUR) implement by Lithuanian University of 
Health Sciences. This center will accept invasive pets that cannot be kept 
by individuals, confiscated invasive species, etc.


• Organized trainings, practical workshops, conferences on EU IAS 
regulations, various media measures on prevention.







Penalties


In Lithuania penalties relating using or controlling invasive species described 
in Code of Administrative Offenses rules which prepared by Parliament in 
2017 (Art. No. 3042):


1. Failure to comply with measures for the eradication, controlling or 
abundance of invasive species shall result in a fine of between 30 to 200 
euros. 


2. Keeping, cultivation, breeding, propagation, exchange, import into the 
Republic of Lithuania, export from the Republic of Lithuania, transport 
through the territory of the Republic of Lithuania or other use in violation of 
the established procedure imposes a fine on persons from 200 to 600 euros.


3. The placing on the market, release into the environment or introduction of 
invasive species in breach of established procedures shall result in a fine for 
persons from 300 to 1500 euros.


4. Confiscation of invasive species may be ordered for the administrative 
offenses provided for in paragraph 2. Confiscation of invasive species shall be 
mandatory for the administrative offenses provided for in paragraph 3.







Problems


✓ lack of human resources to perform management and control 
functions;


✓ the implementation of actions plans, emergency measures 
and rapid eradication remains unresolved at the political level;


✓ cases of detention and confiscation of live invasive species –
lack of the qualify veterinary specialists, rescue centers, the 
euthanasia question;


✓ lack of financial resources;







Thank you for your attention☺


Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania7
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Meeting of competent authorities on managment of invasive alien species of Baltic countries 
Early Warning System and Management of invasive alien species in Baltic countries 


Meeting minutes 
 


LIFE Integrated Project “Optimising the Governance and Management of the Natura 2000 
Protected Areas Network in Latvia” No LIFE19 IPE/LV/000010 (Project LatViaNature) 


 


Time and venue: online MS Teams, 04.06.2021., 13:00-15:30 EET 


List of participants:  


No Organization, role Name, Surname 


1. 
Ministry of the Environment of the Republic of Estonia 
Nature Conservation Department 
Senior Officer 


Merike Linnamägi  


2. 
Estonian Environmental Board 
Nature Conservation Work Office 
Head of Department 


Eike Tammekand 


3. 
Estonian Environment Agency 
Nature department 
Leading specialist 


Rauno Kalda 


4. 
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania 
Nature Conservation Policy group  


Laura Janulaitienė  


5. 
State Plant Protection Service 
Plant quarantine department 
Head of Group on the control of harmful organisms 


Astra Garkāje 


6. 
Nature Conservation Agency  
Project LatViaNature 
Expert on invasive species 


Santa Rutkovska 


7. 
Nature Conservation Agency  
Nature Protection department 
Senior expert 


Evija Andrušķeviča-
Jonāne 


8. 
Nature Conservation Agency  
Project LatViaNature 
Head of Species and habitats protection division 


Agnese Priede 


9. 


Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional 
Development of the Republic of Latvia 
Nature Protection Department 
Senior expert 


Māra Melnbārde 


10. 
Nature Conservation Agency  
Project LatViaNature 
Expert on invasive species 


Jēkabs Dzenis 
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Chair of the meeting: M.Melnbārde 


I Agenda: 


1. Opening of the meeting (J.Dzenis). 


- the meeting participants are introduced with the aim and agenda of the meeting. 


2. Management system of IAS in Latvia - challenges and experience 


2.1. Current legislative framework of invasive alien species in Latvia (M.Melnbārde) 
- Participants of the meeting are introduced with the legal framework in force in Latvia in the 


field of invasive species management (e.g. Plant Protection Law and relevant Regulations), 
including solutions integrated in sectoral legislation that promote the management of invasive 
species (e.g. the Law on Hunting, Regulation on fishing, etc.). Planned amendments of the Law 
on protection of species and habitats needed to contribute to limiting and managing the 
spread of invasive species are presented. Major challenges and part of the results achieved in 
the management of invasive species are outlined. 


2.2. Project LatViaNature and its role in improving managment system of IAS (J.Dzenis) 


- The participants are presented with the activities planned by the Project LatViaNature in the 
field of invasive species management, as well as the website “Invasive Species Manager” 
developed within the project. 


2.3. The brilliance and missery of the hogweed eradication (A.Garkāje) 


- A system for the management of Sosnovsky hogweed is presented, outlining the role and 
responsibilities of the competent national authorities, municipalities and landowners. The 
current prevalence of the species in Latvia is presented, the good practice models obtained for 
the performance of species containment measures, the education, monitoring of the public 
and the promotion of cooperation. 


3. Regulation 1143/2014 in Estonia (M. Linnamägi) 


- The system for implementing Regulation 1134/2014 in Estonia is presented, including species, 
institutional competences and responsibility, enforcement, monitoring of invasive species, etc. 
The State-funded system for restricting the spread of hogweeed is highlighted, as well as its 
results and its impact on the public's attitude towards the distribution of responsibilities for 
the management of invasive species. The meeting participants are presented with a list of 
national invasive species, as well as past experience and future plans to limit the distribution 
of these species. The main challenges for the management of invasive species are outlined: 
lack of funding, low activity of landowners, etc. 


4. Current legislative framework of invasive alien species (IAS) in Lithuania (L.Janulaitienė) 


- The meeting participants are presented with the gradual steps taken since 1999 to develop a 
legal framework for the management of invasive species, including the establishment of a 
commission on the national list of invasive species (the list currently contains 35 species). As a 
result following the entry into force of Regulation 1134/2014, it was only necessary to make 
certain amendments to ensure more effective implementation of the Regulation. Launched 
and planned projects in the field of invasive species management – inventory of invasive 
species, development of a natural spatial database, creation of a specialised centre for seizing 
animals are presented. 


5. Discussion on development of early warning system in Baltic countries (M.Melnbārde):  
5.1. Estonia presented the experience in reporting the case of early detection in the EASIN NOTSYS 


system developed by the European Commission, as well as the correspondence with the 
European Commission on the possibility of not taking rapid eradication measures if rapid 
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eradication measures can no longer be taken at the time of detection of the species (for 
example, the species has already spread widely in the open water body). 


5.2. Estonia presented the functionality of the developed spatial data processing system, in which 
the responsible employee receives notifications regarding the observations of certain invasive 
species identified in a specified buffer zone around the territory of Latvia. Due to system 
security settings, it is not possible to provide access to or automatic sending of messages to 
e-mail addresses outside of organization. 


5.3. The participants of the meeting agree that the best solution for the exchange of information 
on species included in the early warning system is the use of institutional e-mails. On the 
Estonian side, the first authority for communication is Ministry of the Environment of Estonia, 
from Lithuania - Ministry of Environment from Lithuania, from Latvia – Nature Conservation 
Agency. At the same time, the first step is to understand on which species each country would 
like to receive information. 


5.4. The representatives of the institutions agree that cooperation is also needed in other areas, 
such as the exchange of experience and good practices on the monitoring and eradication 
methods of invasive species. 


II Conslusions and further actions 


6. The participants of the meeting agree on the following steps to promote future cooperation: 


6.1. Project LatViaNature creates a shared file to collect information on species identified as 
invasive in each country and for which the country would like to receive additional information 
and early warning messages. 


6.2. Project LatViaNature before the next meeting prepares and sends out for commenting a draft 
letter to certify cooperation for the development of an early warning system. 


6.3. The next meeting should be organized in the autumn/early winter 2021, possibly with 
additional attention to the issue of monitoring of invasive species. 


7. Closing of the meeting (M.Melnbārde) 


 


Minutes prepared by J.Dzenis 
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