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Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron
Found in dry grasslands and forest edges.
The caterpillar feeds on sorrel Rumex spp

KRUSTKALNI Strict Nature Reserve

Krustkalni is one of the four
strict nature reserves in Latvia

Thesium ebrachteatum
The species’ habitat is
a semi-natural grassland

Large copper
Lycaena dispar
The largest species

Krustkalni is home to 20 EU importance habitats: of Lycaenidae family

3 freshwater
6 semi-natural grasslands

5 mires and springs
6 forest habitats

More than T 564 invertebrate species
are to be found in Krustkalni, including

T 210 species of butterflies

Hazel
Corylus avellana
Blooms ahead the leaves.
Hazel has male and
female flowers

More information:

Marsh saxifrage
Saxifraga hirculus
Found in a transition mire

Spreading Pasqueflower
Pulsatilla patens

Seeds spread up to 20 cm Photo: Anita Namatéva,
from the parent plant Guntis Akmentins

Siberian Ligularia

Ligularia Sibirica

One of only three known localities
in Latvia is in Krustkalni



Foundation Year: 1977

Area: 2978 ha

Natura 2000 area since 2004

Located in Laudona and Marciena parishes of Madona county

*1n 2019, 24 previously
unknown hillforts were
discovered in Latvia,
including Dreimani Hillfort,
located in the Krustkalni
Strict Nature Reserve.

* Targeted entomological and
other invertebrate studies
have been conducted in the
reserve since 1978.

In 2007, a new butterfly
species for Latvia, the Reed
Tussock (Laelia coenosa),
was discovered in
Krustkalni. Caterpillars feed
on reeds, sedges, and other
plants growing near water.
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