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PROBLEM

• Tourism and Recreation in Protected Areas

• Limited channels financing public goods related to 

nature-based tourism and outdoor recreation

• Climate change and biodiversity

• Budget cuts, Austerity



THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
RESEARCH CAN BE SEEN BELOW:

• Identify and evaluate various existing financing models 
for common goods related to nature-based tourism and 
outdoor recreation, as defined in literature and 
strategy documents.

• Examine various sources and mechanisms of financing 
and assess their suitability.

• Evaluate the applicability of these financing models by 
assessing the balance between the identified 
economic and societal benefits and inputs/investments 
in nature-based tourism and outdoor recreation at the 
regional level.



ARTICLE 1- FROM LAISSEZ-PASSER TO LAISSEZ-PAYER: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF 
TOURISM DEPENDENCY AND DEVELOPMENT

• A conceptual paper titled From 
Laissez-passer to Laissez-payer: The 

Political Economy of Tourism 
Dependency and Development. This 

article critically revisits 

modernization, dependency, and 

sustainable development theories, 

proposing a framework that explains 

how destinations transition from 

allowing tourist flows (‘let them 

pass’) to introducing fiscal 

instruments (‘let them pay’). 



ARTICLE 2- SYSTEMATIC LITERATURE REVIEW ON FINANCING MODELS FOR PUBLIC GOODS 
IN NATURE-BASED TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

• The aim of Article 1 is to systematically review 

existing academic research on financing 

mechanisms for public goods related to nature-

based tourism and outdoor recreation. By 

identifying and analyzing funding models, 

revenue sources, and governance arrangements, 

the article aims to present a comprehensive 

framework that explains how public goods can 

be effectively financed to support sustainable 

tourism development and long-term 

conservation goals.



ARTICLE 3- A TYPOLOGY OF GOODS IN NATURE-BASED TOURISM: INTEGRATING SYSTEMATIC 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEMATIC ANALYSIS





ARTICLE 4- PAYING FOR NATURE: VISITATION AND 
FINANCING STRATEGIES IN LATVIA’S PROTECTED 
AREAS

Potential Demand for Recreation



Tourist hotspots and demand



The most popular tourist sites (highest demand)



Meaning of Spatial 
Differences in Context

of Co-Financing Public 
Infrastructure maintenance

• Natura 2000 outdoor public infrastructure

• 12% in the nearest recreation zone of 

settlements 

• 22,9% in the remote recreation zone of 

settlements

• 19,6% next to (<2km) popular tourist 

attractions

• Segmentation focus



“WE ONLY PROTECT WHAT WE LOVE, WE ONLY LOVE 
WHAT WE UNDERSTAND, AND WE ONLY UNDERSTAND 
WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT.”

JACQUES-YVES COUSTEAU
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