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LIFE-IP LatViaNature

with the main goal to improve the 

conservation status of habitats 

and species of EU importance

by ensuring implementation of 
the Prioritised Action Framework 

(PAF) for Natura 2000 in Latvia

Duration: 2020 – 2028

Total budget: 19 484 173 €

EU LIFE cofunding: 11 690 504 € (60%)

Complementary funding: >114M €

Natura 2000 (terrestrial)

https://latvianature.daba.gov.lv/en/documents/rioritised-action-framework-paf-for-natura-2000-in-latvia-2021-2027/
https://latvianature.daba.gov.lv/en/documents/rioritised-action-framework-paf-for-natura-2000-in-latvia-2021-2027/


Public bodies (2):

1. Nature Conservation Agency (Coordinating 
beneficiary)

2. Ministry of Smart Administration and Regional 
Development

Educational organizations (4):

3. University of Latvia

4. Daugavpils University

5. Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences

6. Latvia University of Life Sciences and technologies

Enterprises (2):

7. JSC "Latvia's state forests"

8. Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre

NGOs (2):

9. Latvian Fund for Nature

10. Pasaules dabas fonds

Project partnership



Comprehensive, knowledge-based, sustainable nature management planning

Focus on forest and grassland habitats, invasive alien species 

Compensation mechanisms and voluntary involvement in biodiversity conservation 

Linking biodiversity and business

Creation of a modern, centralized data portal for the nature conservation sector 

Increasing the administrative capacity and supporting long-term inter-sectoral 
collaboration

Raising awareness on nature conservation issues

Comprehensive involvement of stakeholders in all stages of the project (surveys 
and regular discussions in consulting committees)

The core of the Project



The two 3s

3 focus groups 

3 thematic blocks



Project pillars – 51 project actions

Motivating 

mechanisms
Management 

of invasive 
alien species

Modern data 

portal

Monitoring Raised awareness 

and capacity

Wise 

planning and 
management
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*Midterm progress vs planned



Complementary 
funding



Improved conservation status of habitats and species through wise planning and 
effective management (FRVs for 115 species and 59 habitats; management plans 
for 56 habitats)

Improved Natura 2000 network

Improved nature management planning system  (testing 3 site management plans)

Effective motivating mechanisms to support biodiversity on private lands

Effective system for control and management of invasive alien species (5 target 
species, >100 ha)

Modern, centralized data portal for nature conservation sector 

Increased capacity of stakeholders, enhanced collaboration among governmental, 
non-governmental  and scientific institutions 

Increased stakeholder involvement and awareness regarding nature conservation

The most important results of the IP itself



Stakeholder 

Engagement



Project`s nomination as a finalist of

the European Natura 2000 Award 2024



Wise communication turns knowledge into understanding –
 and understanding into action…

Letters by plant species listed in the Habitats DirectiveAutobiographies of Habitats

listed in the Habitat Directive

Lady’s slipper Sand pinkFreshwater habitats



PRIVATE 

INITIATIVES

PUBLIC 

INITIATIVES



PUBLIC 

SSCO for 59 Habitats & 115 Species

56 Habitat management plans

Site management plans

140 private landowners in pilot-
programmes more 1000 ha

5 demonstration sites of nature
friendly forestry

Volunteer events

INITIATIVESINITIATIVES

PRIVATE



50% of forests and more than 70% 

of grasslands are privately owned

Private landowners play a crucial role 

in biodiversity conservation

Regulatory conservation context 

(hence trust issues)

Gap: limited voluntary mechanisms

Focus on actions rather than results

Biodiversity conservation on private land?



Designing pilot-programmes

Opinion of landowners

Best practices of other countries

Cooperation with diverse stakeholders

LIVING FOREST BLOOMING MEADOWS

Forest owners’ survey (2022; n=599)

Grassland owners’ survey (2022; n=442)

Public opinion on nature conservation in Latvia (2021; n=1064)

+

+



Landowners are highly heterogeneous community

Importance of on-site consultation

Landowners’ right to make their own decisions

Forests:

Size of forest property; female forest owners; income from 
forestry; forestry education 

80% of forest owners are unsatisfied with the amount of financial 
support

Grasslands:

Economic viability of grassland management

Lack of equipment

Demand for hybrid (action + result-based) approach

Landowners’ opinion



LIVING FOREST

Voluntary (contract-based) approach

4 years (2023-2026)

Private forests outside protected areas

Trees >25 cm diameter

Diverse forests (0,6-15 ha)

Significantly over final felling age

Consultative and financial support

Forest habitats of EU importance: 
9050 Fennoscandian herb-rich forests with Picea abies

9010* Western Taiga

91D0* Bog Woodland

9080* Fennoscandian deciduous swamp woods 

Habitat Conservation Habitat Creation Nature-friendly Forestry
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BLOOMING MEADOWS

Results-based (hybrid) approach

4 years (2023-2026)

Perennial, potentially biologically valuable 

grasslands outside Natura 2000 

Smallest grassland: 0,6 ha;  largest: 30 ha

Meadows and pastures

Different botanical and structural quality

+7 voluntary participants

Consultative and financial support

Level 1. level 2. level 3. level 4. level 5. level

Points 1-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-100

Rate (euro/ha) 87 115 150 179 203







Monitoring (landowner + biodiversity expert)



Theoretic and field seminars

Individual consultations

Learning together



Stories of Old Polypore Mushroom:
https://youtu.be/oN3THgfeXng?si=t8LsoAb53ygPh5_x 

Educational 
Campaigns

https://youtu.be/oN3THgfeXng?si=t8LsoAb53ygPh5_x


Mobile nature education class



latvianature.lv

EU LIFE Programme project 
“Optimising the Governance and Management of the 

Natura 2000 Protected Areas Network in Latvia” 
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Paldies!
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