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Volunteer Contributions for 
Biodiversity Conservation in Latvia, 
LIFE-IP LatViaNature 

Agnese Balandiņa - Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia

Agnese Rudusāne - Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia, LIFE-IP LatViaNature

Diāna Selecka - Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia

Aija Lejiņa - Pasaules Dabas Fonds (Associated partner to WWF)



Initiative «Let’s do good for
nature!»

Implemented by Nature Conservation 
Agency and WWF Latvia

Habitat management based on expert 
guidelines

Large variety of works – invasive species, 
grasslands, veteran trees, water courses, 
wetlands, etc. 

Strong emphasis on education

Individuals and corporate groups

All ages 

All year round







Educational value – 
Mobile Nature Class

@MednisFoto/Kristaps Mednis Fotogrāfijas

A regular cargo van transformed and 
equipped to the needs of nature education
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LIFE-IP LatViaNature volunteer events

Agnese Rudusāne
Project LIFE-IP LatViaNature

Coordinator of E actions

agnese.rudusane@daba.gov.lv

mailto:agnese.rudusane@daba.gov.lv


Doing good work with true added value:
– Educational insight (why, how, when) that promotes better 

possibility of replicability and transferability

https://latvianature.daba.gov.lv/izglitojosimateriali/dabisko-zalaju-augi-ko-var-
izmantot-zalaju-sesana-sugu-daudzveidibas-veicinasanai/ 
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Volunteer events in LIFE-IP LatViaNature project within “Let`s 
Do It for Nature” initiative (in 48 project months)

34 events

1208 participants from diverse target 
audiences

Various ecosystems and habitats 

9 Natura 2000 sites

22 events-invasive alien species 
eradication

684 participants from diverse target 
audiences

From which:



Invasive species eradicated within 
volunteer events
• Rugosa Rose/Japanese Rose (Rosa Rugosa)

• Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera)

• Blue lettuce (Lactuca tatarica)

• Many-leaved lupine (Lupinus polyphyllus)

• Dwarf serviceberry (Amelanchier spicata)

• Canadian goldenrod (Solidago canadensis)

• Boxelder maple (Acer Negundo)



Volunteer activities complement the works in locations that 

are difficult to access

Canadian goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) 
eradication volunteer event in wooded 

area in Ķemeri National Park

Dwarf serviceberry (Amelanchier spicata)
eradication volunteer event on steep 

slopes in Nature Park «Ragakāpa»



Night volunteer event on 22 August – 40,7 kg!

Night volunteer event on 10 September – 8,69 kg!

Spanish slug (Arion vulgaris) 
eradication volunteer events 2025
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Narūta

Narūta River – 9 km long, connecting
Lake Ežezers and Lake Dagda,
flowing through three other lakes
along its course.

Habitat of EU importance, home to
protected species such as the thick 
shelled river mussel Unio crassus and
the river limpet Ancylus fluviatilis.

Located within Rāzna National Park. 
In 2012, the first volunteer nature
conservation event took place here.



What do we gain by cleaning rapids?

Restored habitat for many species.

Improved water quality and 
ecosystem health.

A more scenic and attractive 
environment for visitors and local 
residents.

Promotes public awareness of the 
importance of nature conservation.

In the long term — an investment in 
preserving biodiversity.



Narūta River



Annual volunteer event in the Narūta River

EU habitat 3260 River rapids and natural, 
unaltered river streches (1,7 km long) have 
been restored 

In 2024 during the Rāzna National Park 
Traveler Days, 46 boaters went on a 15 km 
long boat trip on the Narūta River, which 
would not have been possible without 
successful volunteer events

Participants: NCA Regional Administration
of Latgale, the 35th Infantry Battalion of
the National Guard,Representatives of the
NATO Multinational Battle Group in Latvia
from the USA, the Municipality of
Krāslava County, Dagda Tourism Centre,
the State Forest Service Krāslava forestry,
Latgale Regional Administration of the
State Environmental Service,
representatives of recreation area
«Ežezers» and Jaundome manor, Pasaules
Dabas Fonds and LIFE-IP LatViaNature
project

https://fb.watch/tNvqUM5BAD/ 

https://fb.watch/tNvqUM5BAD/


Benefits
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Aija Lejiņa
Climate programme manager
WWF

Corporate Engagement 
in Environmental 
Volunteering

Volunteering events 
are not only about 
nature – they are 
about people, 
corporate values, 
shared learning, 
community, and 
lasting impact we 
achieve together.



Corporate Benefits

▪ Strengthening positive public image

▪ Building team spirit and cooperation

▪ Corporate sustainability and ESG in 
practice

▪ Raising employee awareness and 
engagement in ESG



Benefits for Employees

▪ Direct contribution to society and nature

▪ Personal satisfaction and healthy outdoor activity

▪ Opportunity to get to know colleagues

▪ Sense of belonging to a socially responsible 

company

▪ Gaining knowledge and skills to share further



Benefits for Society and 
Nature

▪ Practical contribution to environmental solutions

▪ Setting a positive example with wider impact

▪ Strengthening community spirit and cross-sector 

cooperation

▪ Education and fostering sustainable partnerships in 
nature conservation

▪ Encouraging participation and responsibility in society
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